	BAND
	Unit 2 assignment (b): Evidence requirements in each band

	MARK BAND 1
	Characterised by lists and simple but relevant statements, (1 – 6 MARKS).
· A list of the principle hardware currently used in the organisation with no indication of purpose of associated software – 1 mark.
· A list of some of the applications software currently used with no indication of purpose – 1 mark.

· Tables showing hardware, software and purpose would be appropriate at this level. For full marks the 5 main component groups (input, output, processors, ports/cables/ storage) must be covered. It is not necessary for every component to be linked to a purpose for full marks at this level, but at least 2 or 3 purposes should be linked to components.

· Any response which considers fewer than the 5 main component groups (input, output, processors, ports/cables/ storage) cannot get a response above band 1, no matter what its quality.


	MARK BAND 2
	Characterised by an understanding of the separate components and their purposes, (7 - 10 MARKS).
· There needs to be descriptive comment about some of the components to achieve credit in this mark band, with detail such as their capacity eg how much information can be stored, the speed at which documents can be printed.
· The purposes for which the organisation uses ICT, as identified in (a) should be linked to relevant hardware and software. The different components may be looked at in isolation, but such an approach cannot receive credit beyond band 2. 
· If these aspects are fully achieved, award 10 marks: 7, 8 or 9 marks are available for the student who does not describe one or two of the components and/or who does not show one or two of the needs are met.


	MARK BAND 3
	Characterised by an approach that considers how the components all work together as a system, and a clear understanding of how the system supports the needs of the chosen organisation, (11 - 14 MARKS).
· For a full description the student should make some descriptive comments about the system as a whole as well as about many of the various components.
· In additions to making explicit links between the components and the purposes for which the organisation uses ICT, as identified in (a), there should be some evaluative comments about the extent tow which the system meets those purposes eg ‘the accounts department has to send out up to 10,000 invoices a day and the capacity of the system is only just great enough’
· If these aspects are fully achieved, award 14 marks; 11, 12 or 13 marks are available for the student who does not offer any comments on the system as a whole and/or who offers only one or two simple evaluative comments.



